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Melchizedek the Priest - Hebrews 7:1-10 
 
Topics   
Blessing, Comparisons, Greatness, Heritage, Jesus Christ, 
Mediator, Peace, Righteousness, Tithing 
 
Open It Questions 
A. What does your name mean?  
             
             
              
 
B. Does the meaning of your name fit your personality?  
             
             
              
 
C. What person from history do you most admire? Why?  
             
             
              
 
D. If you could have dinner with any one Bible character, who 

would you choose? Why?  
             
             
              
 
 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A1-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Blessing&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Comparisons&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Greatness&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Heritage&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Jesus%20Christ&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Mediator&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Peace&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Righteousness&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Tithing&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
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Explore It Questions 
1. Who was Melchizedek? (7:1)  
             
             
              
 
2. How was Melchizedek associated with Abraham? (7:1)  
             
             
              
 
3. What did Abraham give to Melchizedek? (7:2)  
             
             
              
 
4. What does the name Melchizedek mean? (7:2)  
             
             
              
 
5. What is significant about the title, "king of Salem"? (7:2)  
             
             
              
 
6. What about the Genesis record of Melchizedek’s life 

foreshadowed or anticipated the priesthood of Christ? (7:3)  
             
             
              

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A3
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7. How do we know that Melchizedek was "great"? (7:4)  
             
             
              
 
8. How did the Mosaic law ensure that the Levitical priests 

were provided for? (7:5)  
             
             
              
 
9. Why was it unusual for Melchizedek to receive a tithe from 

Abraham? (7:6)  
             
             
              
 
10. What did the ancient practice of one person blessing 

another say about the two parties involved? (7:7)  
             
             
              
 
11. How did the tithe collected by Melchizedek differ from the 

tithes collected by the Levites? (7:8)  
             
             
              
 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A8
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12. How did Levi—the yet-unborn collector of tithes—pay 
tithes to Melchizedek? (7:9-10)  

             
             
              
 
 
Get It Questions 
13. In what ways is Jesus like Melchizedek?  
             
             
              
 
14. What point is there in seeing that the historical 

Melchizedek was greater than Abraham and Levi?  
             
             
              
 
15. What does it mean to you that Christ, like Melchizedek, is 

both a great king and priest?  
             
             
              
 
16. In what ways has Christ blessed you?  
             
             
              
 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A9-10
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17. Why is it important to tithe or give to God?  
             
             
              
 
18. What kind of behavior should the greatness of Christ elicit 

from us?  
             
             
              
 
19. What does it mean that Christ is a high priest forever?  
             
             
              
 
 
Apply It Questions 
20. Because Jesus is great and worthy of our all, what gift of 

time, money, or energy will you give to Him this week? 
             
             
              
  
21. What insight from this passage can you meditate upon 

today to keep you from drifting away from Christ?  
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22. In what way can you honor Christ this week?  
             
             
              
 
 
Adult Questions for LessonMaker. 
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one Bible character, who would 
you choose? Why? 
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Hebrews 7:1-10
“Melchizedek the Priest”

After the warnings [a parenthetical pause] given in 
5:11–6:12, chapter 7 picks up the theme of 5:10, 
which says that Christ was designated High Priest in 
the order of Melchizedek. Jesus is superior in rank and 
authority to Melchizedek and any other religious 
authority. In this discussion, the author shows that the 
Levitical priesthood, very familiar to Jewish readers, 
has been replaced by a new order of priests who were 
foreshadowed and characterized by Melchizedek.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+5%3A11-6%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+5%3A10
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Hebrews 7:1-10
“Melchizedek the Priest”

1This Melchizedek was king of the city of Salem and also a 
priest of God Most High. When Abraham was returning 
home after winning a great battle against the kings, 
Melchizedek met him and blessed him.
2 Then Abraham took a tenth of all he had captured in battle 
and gave it to Melchizedek. The name Melchizedek means 
“king of justice,” and king of Salem means “king of peace.”
3 There is no record of his father or mother or any of his 
ancestors—no beginning or end to his life. He remains a 
priest forever, resembling the Son of God.
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Hebrews 7:1-10
“Melchizedek the Priest”

4 Consider then how great this Melchizedek was. Even 
Abraham, the great patriarch of Israel, recognized this by 
giving him a tenth of what he had taken in battle.
5 Now the law of Moses required that the priests, who are 
descendants of Levi, must collect a tithe from the rest of the 
people of Israel, who are also descendants of Abraham.
6 But Melchizedek, who was not a descendant of Levi, 
collected a tenth from Abraham. And Melchizedek placed a 
blessing upon Abraham, the one who had already received the 
promises of God.
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Hebrews 7:1-10
“Melchizedek the Priest”

7 And without question, the person who has the power to give 
a blessing is greater than the one who is blessed.
8 The priests who collect tithes are men who die, so 
Melchizedek is greater than they are, because we are told that 
he lives on.
9 In addition, we might even say that these Levites—the ones 
who collect the tithe—paid a tithe to Melchizedek when their 
ancestor Abraham paid a tithe to him.
10 For although Levi wasn’t born yet, the seed from which he 
came was in Abraham’s body when Melchizedek collected 
the tithe from him.
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I. A Historical Perspective (7:1-3)

II. A Theological Perspective (7:4-10)
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1. Who was Melchizedek? (7:1) 

1This Melchizedek was king of the city of Salem 
and also a priest of God Most High. When 
Abraham was returning home after winning a 
great battle against the kings, Melchizedek met 
him and blessed him.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A1
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1This Melchizedek was king of the city of Salem 
and also a priest of God Most High. When 
Abraham was returning home after winning a 
great battle against the kings, Melchizedek met 
him and blessed him.

2. How was Melchizedek associated with 
Abraham? (7:1) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A1
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3. What did Abraham give to Melchizedek? 
(7:2) 

2 Then Abraham took a tenth of all he had 
captured in battle and gave it to Melchizedek. 
The name Melchizedek means “king of 
justice,” and king of Salem means “king of 
peace.”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A2
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2 Then Abraham took a tenth of all he had 
captured in battle and gave it to Melchizedek. 
The name Melchizedek means “king of 
justice,” and king of Salem means “king of 
peace.”

4. What does the name Melchizedek 
mean? (7:2) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A2
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2 Then Abraham took a tenth of all he had 
captured in battle and gave it to Melchizedek. 
The name Melchizedek means “king of 
justice,” and king of Salem means “king of 
peace.”

5. What is significant about the title, "king 
of Salem"? (7:2) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A2
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6. What about the Genesis record of 

Melchizedek’s life foreshadowed or 
anticipated the priesthood of Christ? (7:3) 

3 There is no record of his father or mother or 
any of his ancestors—no beginning or end to 
his life. He remains a priest forever, resembling 
the Son of God.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A3
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II. A Theological Perspective  
(7:4-10)
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7. How do we know that Melchizedek was 
"great"? (7:4) 

4 Consider then how great this Melchizedek was. 
Even Abraham, the great patriarch of Israel, 
recognized this by giving him a tenth of what he 
had taken in battle.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A4
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8. How did the Mosaic law ensure that the 

Levitical priests were provided for? (7:5) 

5 Now the law of Moses required that the priests, 
who are descendants of Levi, must collect a tithe 
from the rest of the people of Israel, who are also 
descendants of Abraham.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A5
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9. Why was it unusual for Melchizedek to 

receive a tithe from Abraham? (7:6) 

6 But Melchizedek, who was not a descendant of 
Levi, collected a tenth from Abraham. And 
Melchizedek placed a blessing upon Abraham, 
the one who had already received the promises of 
God.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A6
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10. What did the ancient practice of one 

person blessing another say about the two 
parties involved? (7:7) 

7 And without question, the person who has the 
power to give a blessing is greater than the 
one who is blessed.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A7


Hebrews 7:1-10
“Melchizedek the Priest”

E
xp

lo
ri

ng
 th

e 
Te

xt
11. How did the tithe collected by 

Melchizedek differ from the tithes 
collected by the Levites? (7:8) 

8 The priests who collect tithes are men who die, 
so Melchizedek is greater than they are, 
because we are told that he lives on.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A8
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12. How did Levi—the yet-unborn collector of 

tithes—pay tithes to Melchizedek? (7:9-10) 

9 In addition, we might even say that these Levites—
the ones who collect the tithe—paid a tithe to 
Melchizedek when their ancestor Abraham paid a tithe 
to him.
10 For although Levi wasn’t born yet, the seed from 
which he came was in Abraham’s body when 
Melchizedek collected the tithe from him.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A9-10
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Get It Questions
#13 to #19

Apply It Questions
#20 to #22

(See Handout)
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